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tests; he was able to follow directions very well, re-
membering the various steps in a fairly long process.
When last studied, we found the boy still graded normal
by Binet tests, where he failed only in giving definitions
of abstract terms. He showed normal control of verbal
associations and no difficulty either in comprehension
or use of language. We found that he perceived and dis-
criminated form readily and that he could learn rapidly to
associate one arbitrary symbol with another.

Physically, although poorly developed for his age,
Walter was quite well nourished and had no sensory defects
of any kind. Heredity, so far as we were able to learn,
was negative. Nor was there anything of significance
in the developmental history. Environmental conditions
were unsatisfactory, inasmuch as the father was alcoholic,
and the family poor; the home offered little in the way of
mental satisfactions.

It does not require much imagination to realize the
relationship between this boy's disabilities and his school
and later career. At twelve years of age he was still in
the first grade. At fourteen years he had been advanced
to the second grade in an effort to encourage Mm, and a
kind teacher who was interested in the boy was making an
effort to aid him by special instruction, but by the ordinary
school methods. His naturally good ability in other
directions was being called into play very little, nor was
he receiving any instruction along those lines wherein he
might have profited greatly. From both points of view
he was severely handicapped. No means were being
found to help him at the point of his weakness, nor was he
being given opportunities to develop his special talents.
He was not even being taught a trade. He was merely
plodding along in the ordinary schoolroom with well-inten-
tioned teachers who were devoting special time to him,
but in ways which offered little chance of success.